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EDITORIAL 


“A Light That Shineth 
in a Dark Place” 


The Bible is the most amazing Book in the 
world. It is amazing because of its historical 
content; because of its revelation of God and 
His Son; because of the factual content of its 
Christian truth; because of its warning; its hope; 
its comfort; its instruction in righteousness. 


But the Bible is also amazing because it is 
the only book in all the world which tells us 
accurately of the future. The prophetic writings 
of the Old and New Testaments comprise a 
volume of truth which the Apostle Peter de- 
scribes as a light that shines in a dark place. 


Many earnest Christians have gone off into 
foolish speculations because they have tried to 
fit prophecy into human events whether such 
was justified or not. But every Christian should 
look at human events in the light of the Sov- 
ereign God of the universe who has seen fit 
to tell us of things yet to come. 


For years the prophetic descriptions of world 
chaos and spiritual declension were ruled out 
by those who thought the Gospel must lead to 
Utopia on this earth. The years have brought 
a more realistic approach on the part of many, 
a sober realization that the Scriptures offer no 
hope of a completely redeemed world; that the 
Church is here to witness and that it is Christ 
Who will conquer; that it is to Him every knee 
will some day bow. 


The prophetic witness to the Second Coming 
of the Lord has been dimmed by overly enthu- 
siastic and often foolish adherents; it has been 
neglected by many who should have known 
better; it has been denied by those who deny 
other truths having to do with His supernatural 
Person and Work. 


But today many are taking a fresh interest 
in the Scriptures in the light of world develop- 


ments. In fact, only those who look at these 


events in the light of the God of history, and 
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who recognize that He has a plan and a time. 
table which are being inexorably worked out, 
can see the glorious light which shines in the 
world’s darkness. 


One senses a world moving towards a climax 
and the Bible tells us that climax will be the 
return of the Lord. That His return may be 
centuries away can be true. That it may be 
very, very near can also be true. From the stand- 
point of the world, this is pessimism. But it 
is glorious optimism for Christ triumphant. 


Two years ago, at Evanston, there was a 
rather sharp division between European and 
American theologians on the entire question of 
the Second Coming. Having suffered through 
two -World Wars and facing a future where 
atomic destruction is a frank possibility many 
European theologians have long since realized 
that the world’s hope rests neither in power 
politics nor military might but in the personal 


return of Christ. Here in America there has 


prevailed a far more optimistic world outlook 
which has tended to play down eschatology (the 
doctrine of last things) and stress the human 
element in the establishment of the Kingdom of 
God. | 


That America is herself now highly vulner- 
able to enemy attack is an unpleasant reality. 
If this reality should make men take a new 
look at the future as portrayed in Scriptures 
it would prove a blessing for all concerned. 


The Apostle Peter, writing to Christians of 
the first century, writes in terms the twentieth 
century Christian can readily understand: 


“Yet tt remains true that the Day of the Lord 
will come as suddenly and unexpectedly as 
a thief. In that Day the heavens will ditsap- 
pear in a terrific tearing blast, the very ele- 
ments will disintegrate in heat and the earth 
and all that is in it will be burnt up to 
nothing.” II Peter 3:10 (Phillips) 


One can go on to some very foolish specula- 
tions with reference to details of our Lord’s 
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coming and of events at that time and there- 
after. But one can be just as foolish to ignore 
the fact that He is coming again and that it 
may be soon. | 

In the Bible there is the sure word of 


prophecy, “whereunto ye do well that ye take 
heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark 


place.” Let us be sure that we do take heed 


and that we pattern our lives accordingly. 


The return of the Lord is spoken of as the . 


“blessed hope.” If our hope is centered in Him 
there is no room for pessimism, rather a certain 
joyous anticipation and there is also a very 
practical application for daily living: “Where- 
fore, beloved, seeing that ye look for such things, 
be diligent that ye may be found of him in 
peace, without spot, and blameless. ... Ye there- 
fore, beloved, seeing ye know these things be- 
fore, beware lest ye also, being led away with 
the error of the wicked, fall from your own 
steadfastness. But grow in grace, and in the 
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ.” II Peter 3:14,17,18. 
—L.N.B. 


Prayer 


According to the Westminster Standards 


What is prayer? Prayer is an offering up 
of our desires to God for things agreeable to 
His will, in the name of Christ, by the help of 
His Spirit, with confession of our sins and 
thankful acknowledgement of His mercies. 


To whom are we to pray? Religious worship 
is to be given to God, the Father, Son and Holy 


-Ghost . . . God only being able to search the 


heart, hear the requests, pardon the sins, and 
fulfill the desires of all, and only to be believed 
in, and worshipped with religious worship; 
prayer, which is a special part thereof, is to be 
made by all to Him alone, and to none other. 
... Not to angels, saints or any other creature. 
(Therefore, we are not to Hail Mary for help 
now or in the hour of death). 


Are we to pray to God direct, or through a 
mediator? If the latter, through which mediator? 
And since the fall, not without a Mediator; 
nor in the mediation of any other, but of 


_ Christ alone. 


The sinfulness of man, and his distance from 
God by reason thereof, being so great, as that 
we can have no access into His presence with- 
out a mediator, and there being none in heaven 
or earth appointed to, or fit for, that glorious 
work but Christ alone, we are to pray in no 
other name but His only. 


To pray in the name of Christ is, in obedi- 
ence to His command, and in confidence on 
His promises, to ask mercy for His sake: not 
by bare mentioning of His name; but by draw- 
ing our encouragement to pray, and our bold- 
ness, strength and hope of acceptance in prayer, 
from Christ and His mediation. 


Speaking of the Lord’s Prayer, Calvin writes: 
“For by calling God our Father, we certainly 
plead the name of Christ. For with what con- 
fidence could any one call God his father? 
who could proceed to such a degree of temerity, 
as to arrogate to himself the dignity of a son 
of God, if we had not been adopted as childre 
of His grace in Christ?” | 


“He,” says Ambrose, “is our mouth with 
which we address the Father; our eye by which 
we behold the Father; our hand by which we 
present ourselves to the Father. Without whose 
mediation, neither we, nor any of all the saints 
have the least intercourse with God.” 


Who helps us to pray? 


We not knowing what to pray for as we ought, 
the Spirit helpeth our infirmities, by enabling 
us to understand both for whom, and what, 
and how prayer is to be made; and by working 
and quickening in our hearts (although not 
in all persons, nor at all times in the same 
measure) those apprehensions, affections, and 
graces which are requisite for the right per-_ 
formance of that duty. 


How are we to pray? 


The acceptable way of worshipping the true 
God is instituted by Himself, and so limited 
by His own revealed will, that He may not 
be worshipped according to the imaginations 
and devices of men, or the suggestions of Satan, 
under any visible representation or any other 
way not prescribed in the Holy Scripture. 


The second commandment forbids “all de- 
vising, counselling, commanding, using, and 
any wise approving any religious worship not 
instituted by God Himself; the making of any 
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representation of God, of all, or of any of the 
three Persons, either inwardly in our mind, or 
outwardly in any kind of image or likeness of 
any creature whatsover; all worshipping of it, 
or God in it or by it whether invented 
and taken up of ourselves, or received by tra- 
dition from others, though under the title of 
antiquity, custom, devotion, good intent, or 
any other pretense whatsoever... ”’ 


Calvin: “Since faith founded on the Word 
is the source of true prayer: as soon as the least 
deviation is made from the Word, there must 
necessarily be an immediate corruption of 
prayer.” 


And positively, “The numerous texts of Scrip- 
ture therefore, which enjoin us to call upon 
God, are so many banners placed before our 
eyes to inspire us with confidence.” God wills 
for His Voice to be heard in the faithful ex- 
position of Scripture and His acts to be made 
manifest in the faithful celebration of His sac- 
raments. The New Testament worship-center 
to which our prayers are addressed is the Lamb 
standing in the midst of the Throne, the High 
Priest ever living to make intercession for us 
in the tabernacle which God has pitched. There 
He mingles the precious incense of His heavenly 
intercession with our feeble and unworthy 
tribute of praise and thanksgiving that we may 
be accepted and our prayers for help heard by 
the Father of mercies. 

—W.C.R. 


The Precious Promises Given 
by God, or The Fictitious 
Pictures Made by MenP 


The other day it was my privilege to visit 
with an elder, a senior member of his congrega- 
tion now living in the Rhodes Home for the 
Incurables. Hanging on the wall behind her 
chair were two Gospel texts, one from First 
Peter telling of the Saviour’s suffering for our 
sins, the other from Paul speaking of the peace 
of God which is ours through Jesus Christ. 
What power, what solid strength, what comfort 
came from these precious promises of God! 
From this home this faithful Christian woman 
expects to depart only for the many mansions 
of the Father’s house. Death is a serious thing. 
It ends this life. It brings us to meet our Maker. 
How shall one face the grim reaper? 


In his last days, Augustine had his students 
write the penitential psalms on great sheets 
of paper and hang them before his dying bed 
that he might enter the Jordan reading, singing, 
meditating upon these words of penitence, these 
promises of forgiveness. As he wept in penitence, 
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God spoke peace to his heart from His own 
Words. At his conversion, Augustine had put 
on the Lord Jesus Christ, and now in Him the 
promises of pardon spoke peace of the dying 


-sinner — who has since been acclaimed as the 


saint and doctor of Western Christendom. And 
so as the eyes of the body grow dim with age, 
our sister in the Rhodes Home reads the large 
lettered promises of forgiveness and peace that 
come from Jesus Christ and His suffering for 
us — the Just for the unjust. 


How much better to take God’s Word as 
our anchor when we face eternity than to try 
to find rest in some fictitious face which some 
human artist has imagined. Why turn to man- 
made pictures when one can have God’s own 
Word? Indeed, why set up likenesses which 
in the Second Commandment He has forbidden, 
when we could have promises He has given? 
Why establish as worship centers so-called pic- 
tures of Jesus when the Church officially in- 
terprets the Second Commandment as forbidding 


the making of a likeness of the Second Person 


of the Trinity, why use such as an aid to 
worship which the Church also officially con- 
demns — when one could have texts which 
direct the eyes of our hearts to the Gospel of 


Christ, that is, to the Saviour in His suffering 


for us, to the Lord graciously interceding for 
us in the heavenly Tabernacle? 


At death, we shall not go to meet the artist 
who painted these imaginary portraits, but to 
be with the Christ Who died for our sins, the 
risen One Who called us into His own fellow- 
ship. At the portals of eternity, we shall not 
do business with some human aesthete. who 
found these pictures sensuously attractive, but 
with the living God Who gave both the Law 
which forbids pictures as aids to worship, and 


the Gospel of the Christ Who was delivered up — 


for our offenses and raised for our justification. 


—W.C.R. 
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The Testimony of the Holy Spirit 
to the Word 


In his volume, THE HOLY SPIRIT IN 
CHRISTIAN THEOLOGY, p. 76, Professor 
George S$. Hendry sets forth Calvin’s teaching 
from Institutes I. vii. 4,5,2, and from the 
Westminster Confession I.5 that our full assur- 
ance of the infallible truth and divine authority 
of the Scriptures is “from the inward work of 
the Holy Spirit bearing witness by and with 


the Word in our heart”. From these statements _ 


Hendry concludes, “The position is not that 
men, finding the message of Scripture confirmed 
in their hearts by the testimony of the Holy 
Spirit, are led to a conviction of its divine origin 


and authority; but first they receive by the Spirit | 


certification of the authority of the Scripture, 
and then they experience the power of its mes- 
sage.” 


Our study of the Institutes and of the Con- 
fessions seems to show that the two elements 
which Hendry has placed in opposition rather 
concur in the desired result. He is right in 
finding in the cited sections of the Institutes 
the testimony of the Spirit that God is the 
Author of Scripture and the principal proof 
of the Scriptures is derived from the Person 
of God speaking in them as the internal testi- 
mony to this effect penetrates our hearts, also 
cf. Institutes III. ii. 39. In his definition of 
Christian faith, however, Calvin keeps very close 
together the gratuitous promise in Christ and 
the work of the Holy Spirit in our hearts, 
III. 11.7. Faith “is a steady and certain knowl- 
edge of the divine benevolence towards us, 
which being founded on the truth of the gra- 
tuitous promise in Christ, is both revealed to 
our minds and confirmed to our hearts by the 
Holy Spirit.” 


In his comparison to the Word as seed cast 
upon a soil cultivated by the Holy Spirit, In- 
stitutes IV. xiv. 11, both elements seem to be 
present. “Paul glories in having the ministry 
of the Spirit, as if there were an indissoluble 
connection between his preaching and the power 
of the Holy Spirit operating the illumination 


of their minds, and the incitement of their 


hearts, I Cor. 2.4; 2 Cor. 3.6-8.” “The Apostles, 
then, in their preaching, exerted the power of 
the Spirit so far as God made use of the instru- 
ments appointed by Himself for the exhibition 
of His spiritual grace.” 


By the power of the Spirit, Scripture etfectu- 
ally penetrates our hearts, conveys Christ to 
us and becomes the Word of life. God is the 
author of preaching, has connected His Spirit 
with it, and has promised results. He has or- 
dained that in the proclamation of the Word 
oy His messengers, His own voice will be 

eard. 
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His Son. 


This double aspect of the Spirit’s work as set 
forth in the Westminster Confession is thus 


stated by William Cunningham in his THEO- 
LOGICAL LECTURES, p. 332: 


The Holy Spirit produces this full persuasion 
and assurance by bearing witness to and with 
the Word in their hearts - i.e., he produces 
and provides the materials by which this great 
truth is established, and enables them so to 
use and apply the materials as to reach and 
to retain this assurance that the Bible is 
the word of God; and these materials or 
evidence are of two classes, indicated in the 
Confession by the expressions by and with 
the word — the former indicating the proofs 
or marks of God and his agency, which are 
seen in the word itself when men’s eyes are 
opened by the Spirit to discern them; and 
the latter indicating those changes which are — 
produced upon men’s hearts and characters 
by the Spirit in conjunction with the Word, 
or using the word, i.e., the doctrines or state- 
ments of Scripture, as his instrument in ef- 
fecting them. All this is clearly sanctioned by 
Scripture and it is fully confirmed by expert- 
ence. 


In bringing us to God, the Holy Spirit acts 
both with the Word, cum verbo, and also 


through the Word, per verbum, as His instru- 


ment bv which God reveals Himself to man in 


—W.C.R. 


What Are Our Concerns? 


The other day in talking with an influential 
educator the following distinction was called 
to my attention. Our Christian grandparents 
were concerned lest they offend God and lest 


_they treat their fellow men unjustly. But toda, 


the current fears are: lest I be not a success, 
and lest I be unpopular. 


As to the former, the Lord told Baruch 
through the prophet Jeremiah not to seek great 
things for himself; but that the Lord would 
grant him his life in the midst of a collapsing 
nation. As to the latter, our Lord warns, Woe 
unto you when all men speak well of you. 
The three children facing the fiery furnace 
refused to compromise for success or popularity. 
The God we serve is able to deliver us, O King, 
but if He sees fit not to do so, nevertheless we 
will not worship your image. Was John the — 
Baptist a success? Yet Jesus said, among those 
that are born of women there has not arisen 
a greater than John. Was our Lord Himself 
popular that night when they all forsook Him 
and fled, when even Peter swore that he did 
not know the Galilean. Our aim must be to 
please God for the sake of Him who pleased 
not Himself but Him who sent Him to die 
for us men and for our salvation. —W.C.R. 
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The Use God’s Word 


Every Day Living 


By Rev. Graham Gilmer, D.D. 
Lynchburg, Va. 


Many years ago while I was still in the Semi- 
narv I made a resolve to set aside a time each 
day to read God’s Word for my own spiritual 
growth. It seemed best to have this trysting 
time as early in the day as possible. There is 
a verse in the first chapter of Mark that has 
often caused me twinges of conscience; “In the 
morning a great while before day, He rose up 
and went out, and departed into a desert place, 
and there prayed.” 1:35. I once heard the late 
Dr. Holden, of London, say, “Fence in a part 
of each day and keep it sacred to God.” I have 
not always kept this resolve but J am still trying 
to do so. We can say with David. ‘““Thy Word 
is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my 
path.” Ps. 119:15. It seems that Peter wrote 
for such a day as ours when he said, “We have 
the word of prophecy made more sure; where- 
unto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto 
a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day 
dawn, and the day-star arise in your hearts.” 
II Peter 1:19. This world has become a very 
dark place. More than ever in living this life 
we need the guidance of God’s Word. “More 
to be desired are they (His words) than gold, 
yea, than much fine gold.” Ps. 19:10. May I 
call to your attention a few of the practical 
lessons that have come to me from the reading 
of the Word. I do not like to use the first 
person singular so much but sometimes we 
are helped by knowing the experience of 
another. 


As I read the Bible J remember that 1 am 


reading a Book which my Saviour found it 
necessary to use. It is interesting that He found 
weapons in the arsenal of Deuteronomy as He 
hurled three quotatons from it into the face of 
the Tempter. He knew that the destructive 
critics of our day would seek to throw out this 
book. Hear His estimate of the Word as He 
quotes, “Man shall not live by bread alone, 
but by every word that proceedeth out of the 
mouth of God.” Mat. 4:4. The destructive 
critics may not delight in Daniel nor in Jonah 
but He did. One purpose of His appearing 
on earth over a period of forty days after His 
resurrection was in order that He might teach 
the Word to His disciples. On the first Lord’s 
Day He had two in His class as He walked 
to Emmaus. “Beginning from Moses and from 
all the prophets, He interpreted to them in all 
the Scriptures the things concerning Himself.” 
Luke 24:27. A little later that same evening 
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He had a larger class. ‘“Then opened He their 
mind, _that they might understand the Scrip. 
tures.” Luke 24:25. For the practical use to 
which they put this teaching read the book of 
Acts. Surely we want to make daily use of the 
Book which He found it necessary to use. 


He has made it possible as you read this 
Book to know that it is His Word. This is 
most necessary in your practical reading of the 
Book. Here was the stumbling block that | 
found for several years. You cannot make sure 
use of the Word unless you are sure that it 
is the Word of God. It is the Sword of the 
Spirit. Do not attempt to fight with a blunted 
weapon. If you do, your victories will be few. 


Here is a Book that claims in thousands of 
places to be the Word of God. God says that 
He spake through His prophets. I once read 
through the Bible marking the places where 
it claimed to be the Word of God. Here is a 
sample, “The Spirit of Jehovah spake by me, 
and His Word was upon my tongue.” IT Sam. 
23:2. ‘That makes the reading of David’s Psalms 
the more interesting. If these claims are not 
true we have gathered together more lies than 
in any other known place. 


Christ knew these claims of the Old Testa- 
ment. Before He left He gave a clear outline 
of the New Testament which was to conclude 
the Word of God for this age. By the providence 
of God we have bound together in one volume 
the very books which He would have there. He 
Was constantly quoting from the Old Testament 
and stating in the most positive language that 
it was true. Could we not rightly apply here 
His words on another subject, “If it were not 
so, I would have told you?” A Roman Catholic 
lady once asked the writer why we Protestants 
did not have between the testaments the books 
which her church has. The sufficient answer 
is that Christ had in His Old Testament the 
same books we have in ours. He indorsed this 
book. He did not endorse any other. There 
are many other reasons for being sure that we- 
have in this Book the very Word of God. Some- 
how this is a very satisfving and sufficient reason 
for me. As you put this Book to practical use 
in the daily living of your life, as you seek to 
give it to others remember this challenge that 
He made: “If any man willeth to do His will, 
he shall know of the teaching, whether it is of 
God, or whether J] speak from myself.” John 7:17. 
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Jehovah.” 


Some Christians seem to think that the many 
“hard places” in the Bible make it useless for 
them to read it. They say, “There are many 
passages that I cannot understand. In fact they 
lead me to doubt that they are the Word of 
God. How can such passages be of any possible 
use in reading this Book?” You no doubt enjoy 
eating fish. You find it good and nourishing 
food, but in eating fish you are practical. You 
are nourished on the good parts but you lay 
aside the bones. 


But let us look at an astonishng thing that 
happens to the “bones” when they are found 
in the Word of God. All Christians must admit 
that they get nourishment here but often we 
lind that many of the hard “bones” that we 
have been forced to lay aside suddenly turn 
into delicious: meat. | 


The writer had a dear old uncle who had 
been for many years one of our honored mis- 
sionaries. One day after his retirement he con- 
fessed with a troubled look that there was one 
passage of Scripture that he did not know how 
to accept, in fact it caused him much pain. He 


said, “It is found in the 16th chapter of 


I Samuel.”” Then he put the difficulty some- 
thing like this: “Saul had been a very dis- 
obedient king and the Lord had rejected him. 
He reproved Samuel for continuing to moan 
over Saul. He instructed His prophet to go to 
Bethlehem and anoint one of the sons of Jesse 
in the place of Saul. Knowing the tyrannical 
nature of the king, Samuel said, ‘How can |] 
go? if Saul hear it, he will kill me.” Then the 
Lord instructed him to take an heifer with 
him and say, ‘J am come to sacrifice to 
Jehovah.’” “Why,” said my uncle, “ did God 
instruct Samuel to lie to the elders of Bethle- 
hem?” 


~ We had to lay aside this hard place for sev- 
eral years and then suddenly after mv _ uncle 
had gotten the answer in Heaven (‘‘For ever, 
O Jehovah, Thy Word is settled in Heaven.”) 
Ps. 119:89. I found the answer in another part 
of the Word. The explanation is found in the 
word “heifer”. I was making a careful study 
of the five offerings in the first five chapters 
of Leviticus. I was thrilled to find how each 
one of them pointed forward to some aspect 
of Christ’s atonement for us. The answer to 
our problem lav in the third chapter of Levit- 
icus. A heifer could only be offered in a Peace 


Offering. The whole Nation was terrified be-— 


cause of the conduct of Saul. When the elders 


of Bethlehem saw Samuel coming down the 
road leading a heifer, they went out to meet 


him. We are told that they trembled and said. 


“Comest thou peaceably?” Samuel replied, 


“Peaceably; I am come to. sacrifice unto 
The real purpose of the prophet 
in coming to Bethlehem was to take another 
step in the establishment of peace between God 
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and man. He was pointing another finger to 
the Saviour who alone can give us peace with 
God. That was the real purpose of his visit. 


‘The anointing of David was only one of the 


details that pointed forward to the coming of 
the Peace Offering. Samuel did not have to | 
give all the details. He gave the real truth to 
the elders of Bethlehem. 


Lay aside the hard places, coming back to 
them from time to time. Later you will find 
them real meat for the strengthening of your 
soul for every day living. 


In the every day living of this life one must 
have assurance of the life to come. Unless I 
can know that I am saved I cannot live glori- 
ously here. Peter found that there were some 
things in the Scriptures that were hard to under- 
stand. Many of us have found the same thing. 
There is one thing, however, that is not hard 
to understand; that is the way of salvation. The 
cry of one’s soul is, “What must I do to be 
saved?” A child can understand the answer, 
“Believe on the Lord Jesus, and thou shalt be 
saved.” Acts 16:1. We are reconciled to God 
because, ‘Him who knew no sin He hath made 
to be sin on our behalf; that we might become 
the righteousness of God in Him.” TI Cor. 5:21. 


Even in the Old ‘Testament the picture of 
the Saviour to come, suffering for our sins, 1s 
made perfectly plain. Let us take one striking 
example. It is the way made plain to the Queen 
of Sheba. Her teacher was King Solomon. Some 
mav doubt that he knew how to be saved but 
the Book of Proverbs shows that he did know 
the way. Years after his death the books we 
call Chronicles were written. In Hebrew these 
hooks are called “Words of the days” In other 
words ‘“‘God’s diary”. Solomon’s great sin is 
not recorded in “God’s Diary” for it had been 
blotted out. 


Now let us go back to the Queen of Sheba 


and see how simply the king taught the way 


to his visitor from a far land. We are told 
of many things that he showed her but the 
last thing was “His ascent by which he went 
up into the house of Jehovah.” JI Kings 10:5. 
The word for “ascent” is used almost 300 times 
in the Old Testament. Every other place it 
is translated Burnt Offering. When Solomon 
showed her the only way by which he could 
come into the presence of God, we are told, 
“there was no more spirit in her.’ Now we 
are not surprised at the comment of our Saviour. 
In the judgment he will condemn that Christ 
rejecting generation, for “she came from the ends 
of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon.” 
Mat. 12:42. The Christian should be daily 
using and rejoicing in this simple message. He 
can have the Word of God for his assurance of 
salvation. 
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But let us proceed still further. In daily liv- 
ing every Christian should seek to understand 
the deep things of the Word. Just before Christ's 
death we are told that provision was made for 
this need. All they that believed on Him were 
to receive the Spirit. John 7:39. A careful read- 
ing of this passage shows that He was to come 
in a far more wonderful way than he had come 
in the Old Testament times. Christ called Him 
the Paraclete, the Comforter, literally ‘““The One 


called along by our side.” Of Him He said, © 


‘He shall guide you into all the truth.” John 
16:13. Our bodies are His temple, I Cor. 6:19 
not hieron (which included all the courts, the 
porches and the buildings) but naos (the Holy 
of Holies) What a revelation! My body as a 
Christian is The Holy of Holies. What an 
effect this should have on us in practical living. 
The Christian is commanded to be filled with 
_ the Spirit. Eph. 5:18. In our daily living we 
must see to it that we do not grieve this con- 
stant Companion. Eph. 4:30. We must not 
quench the flame of love that He seeks to 
kindle in our lives. I Thess. 5:19. We must 


constantly, moment by moment, be looking to 


Him. In His constant filling of His temple 
is found the secret of victory and of joy. 


As I go along the journey in my daily living 
I must remember that God has promised to 
meet my every need. Here are some of those 
promises that we read in the Word. “Seek ye 
first His Kingdom and His Righteousness; and 
all these things shall be added unto you. Be 
not therefore anxious for the morrow; for the 
morrow will be anxious for itself. Sufficient 
unto the day is the evil thereof.” Mat. 6:33,34. 
How much happier we would be if we remem- 
bered this last statement, “Sufficient unto the 
day is the evil thereof.’ We should be careful 
about borrowing money but trouble we should 
never borrow. When trials do come we are told 
to count it all joy. James 1:2, for ‘““My God 
shall supply every need of yours according to 
His riches in glorv in Christ Jesus.” Phil. 4:19. 


How precious the lessons learned here by a 
voung minister. Prices were high during the 
First World War. About the middle of one 
month there was no money with which to buy 
groceries. The young man was one day calling 
on one of his members, an old farmer out in 
the country. When on leaving he shook hands 
with the dear old man he suddenly found that 
he had in his hand what seemed to be the largest 
five dollar bill he had ever owned. Before the 
end of the month had been reached a check 
from a distant city came. The note said that 
he, the donor, felt that his father who had just 
gone to Heaven would have him send it. The 
young preacher felt that another Father had 
really prompted the sending. 


Somehow as we read we seem to feel the good 
hand of God upon us as we walk this path. 


PAGE 8 


There is a very interesting statement six times 
in Ezra and twice in Nehemiah. In. one place 
it reads this way, ‘““The hand of our God is upon 
all them that seek Him, for good.” Ezra 8:22. 
How we do rejoice as we read this and feel the 
touch of His hand on ours. This is good for 
any problem. 


A Bible teacher had promised to be at a Con- 
ference up in central Connecticut at seven one 
Monday evening. He had been driving as hard 
as he dared. He found himself just across the 
George Washington Bridge in the upper end 
of New York City. He looked at his watch. He 
had less than three hours in which to reach 
that conference and he was hopelessly lost in 
the great city. He asked God as he drove that 
His good hand might be upon him in the jour- 
ney on which He had sent him. As he drove 
he prayed. He was waiting for a traffic light 
to change. By his side was a Yellow Cab but it | 
was without a passenger. The taxi driver leaned 
out of the window and said, “I notice your tag. 
I used to live in your State. I was wondering if 
vou were having trouble getting through New 
York.” “I certainly am.” “Where are you go- 
ing?’’ When told he said, “Follow me and ] 
will show you the way.” ‘The preacher had 
trouble in keeping up but after about a two 
mile ride the taximan pulled up by the side 
of the curb and pointing straight ahead he said, 
“Merritt Parkway yonder.” In a flash he was 
gone as suddenly as he had appeared. The teach- 
er could feel the good hand of God resting upon 
him. He reached the conference grounds five 
minutes ahead of time. | 


As we walk the pathway of life at peace with 


_ God it is good to have another blessing, “the 


peace of God which passeth all understanding.” 
s we read the Word that peace deepens with 
the years. 


John G. Paton proved that the Christian could 
have this peace under any circumstances. One 
night during his early years in the South Sea 
Islands the cannibals had driven him from his 
New Hebrides home. He had been forced to 
take refuge among the thick branches of a tree. 
The natives below were beating the bushes in 
an effort to find him. While the hubbub went 
on below he was up in the tree communing with 
God as he remembered His many blessings to 
him. He says that the peace of God so flooded 
his soul that he could scarcely contain himself. 
This comes to us as the Spirit supplies the Word. 
What a miracle that Paul in prison could write 
the fourth chapter of Philippians. He was re- 
joicing in God as his heart and his thoughts 
were guarded in Christ. 


Jesus shows the importance of the Word as 
He was a guest in the Bethany home. We read 
that Mary “also sat at the Lord’s feet and heard 
His word.” Luke 10:38. That word “also” shows 
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that Mary had done her part of the house work. 
Martha was anxious and troubled about many 
things as she did the things that were not neces- 
sary and failed to hear the Word. The Lord’s 
promise was that Mary had “chosen that good 

art, which shall not be taken away from her.” 
The part that had been given to her enabled 
her to understand the dreadful days just ahead 
of her. Of all the disciples of the Lord she only 
seemed to understand the coming death and 
resurrection of her Lord. She kept the ointment 
against the day of His burying. What fellowship 
there was between her and her Lord. 


Dr. A. L. Lathem, the founder of the Sum- 
mer Bible School System, used to say that the 
Scripture he had memorized was more valuable 
to him than all he had learned in getting his 
Ph.D. degree. He continued to have his con- 
ferences on Summer Bible School work up until 
just before his death, at almost ninety. At one 


of these last conferences he found it very dif- 
ficult to remember the names of his speakers. 
When he tried to introduce them often he had 
to be prompted from the audience. He was 
sitting on the platform as one of his high school 
pupils was reciting the 58 verses of the Fifteenth 
chapter of I Corinthians. In the midst of the 
chapter the girl got confused. The old doctor 
prompted her from memory and she went on. 
He had something “which shall not be taken 


trom him.” 


Let the Word be a light upon your daily 
walk and you will find that, “The path of the 
righteous is as the dawning light, that shineth 
inore and more unto the perfect day.”— 
Proverbs 4:18. 


All quotations have been made from the 
American 1901 Version of the Scriptures. 


Simultaneous Missionary Conferences Fourteen 
Presbyterian Churches in Chattanooga, Tennessee 


By Dr. J. Park McCallie 


After five World Mission Conferences in the 
First Presbyterian Church of Chattanooga, be- 
ginning in 1952, which produced such remark- 
able results in raising missionary support from 
11 to 61 missionaries and gifts to foreign mis- 
sions from $16,000 to $96,000, the Lookout 
Mountain Church proposed that at the time of 


the sixth conference in the First Church, Oct. 


20-27, 1957, that they hold such a conference 
in their own church, using some of the same 
leaders, missionaries and candidates. 


A meeting of the pastors of the 14 Southern 
Presbyterian Churches in Chattanooga agreed 
that all the churches would be glad to take 
part in this missionary emphasis week and so 
it happened that all fourteen did have World 
Mission Conferences during that week. The 
results have been excellent. The First Church 
agreed to secure the leaders, the missionaries 
and the candidates and with complete coopera- 
tion and consultation with pastors and lay chair- 
men of World Missions in each church to plan 
for half week services (Sun. morning through 


Wed. night in 6 churches, Wed. night through 


Sunday night in 6 other churches.) and a-whole 


~ week’s services in two churches. 


The leaders secured were our own World 
Mission Board Secretaries Fulton, Bradley, Lan- 
caster, Daniel, Rev. Larry Love of Fort Lauder- 
dale Bethany Church, Dr. James Sprunt of 


JANUARY 8, 1958 


Bethel Church, Staunton, Va., Rev. Wm. B. 
Moseley and Senor Jose Balbino of Fortaleza, 
Brazil, and two nationally outstanding mis- 
sionary advocates, Dr. Harold John Ockenga, 
Pastor of Park St. Church, Boston, which sup- 
ports more than 200 missionaries at an annual 
expense of $250,000 and Dr. Robert Smith, 
Prof. of Philosophy, Bethel College, St. Paul, 


Minn. 


The missionaries were Rev. and Mrs. Harold 


_ Borchert and Mrs. L. C. M. Smythe of Japan, 


Dr. L. C. Calhoun, Dr. and Mrs. Langdon Hen- 
derlite, Rev. Sherwood Taylor, and Rev. D. Lee 
Williamson of Brazil, Dr. Bruce Cumming of 
Korea, Rev. Paul Long, Dr. Plumer Smith, and 
Rev. Carroll Stegall of Africa. Fifteen young 
candidates and appointees were brought in from 
as far away as Austin, Texas, and Haines City, 
Fla. What a blessed week that was! 


The programs were adapted to the congrega- 
tions both as to size and nature. They were 


varied as to leaders, missionaries and candi- 


dates, with use of pictures taken by the mis- 
sionaries and by Dr. Sprunt, and several movie 
films of different fields. 


The young people’s meeting, specially adapted 
to them, took place at 11:00 A. M., Saturday, 
Oct. 26, at the First Presbyterian Church, to 
which the high school and college students 
were invited from all fourteen churches. As 
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lunch was served at noon, it was a select group 
and 250 young people heard a splendid sermon 
by Dr. Harold Ockenga on knowing the will 
of God for your life. One hundred. twenty-five 
took a definite stand on finding God’s will 
for themselves and doing it. After lunch Dr. 
Robert Smith gave a truly inspiring message on 
the call to missionary service and eighty young 
people of the different churches responded to 
the call and stood for foreign mission service. 
Over half of these were members of the First 
Presbyterian Church. One outstanding couple 
in another church, whose father was a World 
Missions Chairman, has offered to give up a 
lucrative position and prepare for service in 
Japan as evangelistc missionaries. This youth 
meeting was a high light of all the conferences. 
Several homes had gatherings of missionaries, 
candidates and leaders with young people after 
the night meetings, which were most effective. 


The stewardship response was excellent in 
all the churches that were willing to use the 
Faith-Gift Envelope which had the following 
inscription on its face in addition to address 
of donor, and which is really the best means 
of expressing our impressions: 


MY FAITH GIFT TO WORLD MISSIONS 


In dependence on God, I will endeavor 
to give toward the Missions Fund of this 
Presbyterian Church, EACH MONTH, for 
one year, beginning Jan. 1, the amount 
checked hereon. (On right side is printed 
by little squares for checking sums _ for 
$100, $50, $30, $25, $10, $5, $2, $1, and a 
blank for any other sum). Amount enclosed 
(ifanv) $ . Total for the year $ 


“This is over and above any other pledge 
to missions through any organization of 
this church or the Every Member Canvas, 
which will report separately.” 


Several churches that had just had or were 
engaged in a building program felt it was not 
best to add this other giving. In that decision 
some felt it was a mistake not to give an op- 


portunity of expression when such great im- 


pressions had been made. In fact, it has been 
found that the gifts to World Missions, when- 
ever undertaken in an adequate way, have lifted 
the congregation’s whole conception of stew- 
ardship. If we ask our young people to give 
themselves, to leave home, parents, friends, and 
America to go to far-away places on a mere 
subsistence income, with no opportunity of 
earning wealth, a beautiful home, fine cars and 
clothes and trips, should we not be willing to 
go the whole way ourselves in supporting them 
as our substitutes? 


To those churches that gave this opportunity 
of expression, the effect was electric. [Lookout 
Mountain Church went from $14,000 last year 
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to over $35,000 in 1958. First Church reached 
its goal of $100,000 for Foreign Missions in 
1958, but best of all had a large group of can- 
didates for foreign mission service. 


Westminster Church is giving over 50% of 
its budget to World Missions. All the Churches 
have made substantial increases. Adding u 
the pledges for World Missions after the 14 


~Southern Presbyterian Churches in the Chatta- 


nooga area reported, it comes to $192,000 for 
1958 instead of $114,000 for last year. This is 
in excess of all but 5 out of 18 synods’ gifts 
to missions. We hope to make it reach over 
$200,000 for 1959. | 


Some of the after effects: Homes blessed 
by the presence of joyous mssionaries and en- 
thusiastic ycung candidates; young people in- 
terested in missionary support as never before 
and committing life and, in one church sub- 
scribing $5,200, almost the total support of a 
missionary couple; giving of clothes to mission- 
aries and candidates; subscriptions for wanted 
church periodicals and other magazines for 1958 
as Christmas gifts to missionaries on the fields, 
to express regularly our love and _ interest; 
prayers for the missionaries at all of our church 
meetings and at family altars. 


The unanimous decision of the pastors and 
World Mission Chairmen in the churches is — 
Another United World Missions Conference in 
each church in 1958! 


The Need 


for 
New Missionaries 


Board of World Missions 
Presbyterian Church, U.S. 


The avowed purpose of the Christian Church 
is to win all nations to Christ. However, after 
nineteen hundred and fifty-seven years we are 
not one-third of the way through. It is won- 
derfully true that the Christian Church has 
now been planted in one form or another in 
almost every nation under heaven. Neverthe- 
less, after all these years there are in_ the 
world approximately 350,000,000 Buddhists, 
550,000,000 Mohammedans, 300,000,000 Con- 
fucianists, ~ 300,000,000 Hindus, 50,000,000 
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Taoists, 25,000,000 Shintoists, 10,000,000 Jews, 
and perhaps 280,000,000 primitive religionists 
(Animists) and non-believers. I think no one 
would claim that there are more than 835,000,000 
Christians of all denominations. 


We should not be discouraged by the fact 
that the majority of the people in the world 
are still non-Christians but we should be quite 
dissatisfied. There are many reasons why the 
Kingdom of God has not been extended more 
rapidly but the primary reason, in my opinion, 
from Jesus’ day until the present has been the 
shortage of well qualified workers. The Chris- 
tian Church in general and the Presbyterian 


Church U.S. in particular have not done and 


are not now doing what we are fully capable 
of doing to extend the Kingdom. The pressing 
need of our missionary enterprise and that of 
all the major Protestant_denominational boards 
is for more workers. 


It has been estimated carefully that the pro- 
eram of the Presbyterian Church U.S. in nine 
mission fields, requires at least 219 additional 
workers, including wives, to fill the 153 open- 
ings for new missionaries. Classified in the 
broadest way, the needs are as follows: 


44 Ministers 


26 Unordained Evangelistic Workers (mostlv 
women) 


8 Agricultural, Industrial and Business Workers 


Medical Workers 


52 Educational Workers 


Ministers are needed in all nine fields but 
we should point out the urgent need for min- 
isters to go to Ecuador, Iraq, Japan, Portugal 
and ‘Taiwan during the next few years. Pres- 
ently there are no Southern Presbyterian mis- 
sionaries, ministers or otherwise, in Ecuador, 
Iraq or Portugal. Surely one of our able young 
ministers should volunteer to be our first mis- 
sionary to the Mohammedans in Irag. Many 
should volunteer for the urgently needed places 
in our other fields. Let the ministers lead the 
other volunteers. 


It is claimed that in Brazil the Protestant 
Church is growing more rapidly than anywhere 
else in the world. Yet to take advantage of this 
unprecedented opportunity, we find some situa- 
tions where only one of our missionary couples 
1s working in states larger than Georgia. 


If there were enough educational workers to. 


adequately man the area which has been as- 
signed our Mission in the Congo, it seems likely 
that a whole student generation could be led 
to Jesus Christ. 


It is highly significant that our first oppor-— 


lunity to witness among the Moslems should be 
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in Traq. That country is probably more open 
to the Gospel than any other Moslem land. 
(It is not wide open even in Iraq.) 


Many believe that Japan is the most stra- 
tegic missionary land in the world today. Vet- 
eran missionaries have said that with twice the 
number of workers in Japan there might be a 
“break-through” for Christianity. Ten million 
Tapanese have been introduced to Jesus through 
Christian schools and in other ways. There are 
not enough workers to win them to Christ. 


After eleven lean years of work in Ecuador, 
there seems to be the possibility for a spiritual 
harvest if additional workers can be sent now. 
At the present time the mission is without ade- 
quate evangelistic, educational, agricultural and 
medical staff. | 


In Korea, a Church could be established in 
any village or community where missionaries or 
national workers could invest a little time. This 
is one land where a whole nation might become 
nominally Christian if we supplied the resources 
in men and material during the present genera- 
tion. 


Our Mexico Mission is ready to move into 
a half dozen pioneer evangelistic areas when 
we can supply the missionaries. 


Two highly qualified workers are needed for 
the Seminary in Portugal. This is a tired old 
land whose only hope ef renewal is in the 
Christian Gospel. 


Taiwan is as receptive to the Gospel today 
as any land where our missionaries are at work. 
Missionaries in all categories can be used readily. 
This island is significant not only for the several 
million people who live there today but also 
because it is a symbol of the 600,000,000 Chinese 
people who always must be one of our major 
concerns. | 


The present dav affords the Christian Church 
with its greatest evangelistic opportunity! There 
is good transportation to all parts of the world. 
Mass communication facilities including the 
radio are available to the Christian Church. 
Where thousands could hear before, tens of 
thousands can hear today. The Scriptures have 
been translated into all the major languages. 
A larger proportion of the people of the world 
can read than ever before. Most important, 
there are indigenous churches all around the 
world with many faithful coworkers. More peo- 
ple can be reached with the Gospel today than 


at any time in history. “The harvest truly is 


plenteous but the laborers are few.” Let us all. 
“pray the Lord of the harvest that He will send 
forth laborers into his harvest” now. 


~ Recommend The Journal To Friends’ 
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LESSON FOR JANUARY 26 


By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Organization Of The Church 


Background Scripture: Acts 6:1-7 ’ 20:16-38; Romans 12:3-8; I Timothy 3; 5:17-22 
Devotional Reading: I Peter 5:1-11 | 


God does things in an orderly way. We see this in the organization of the Israelites as they journeyed 
through the wilderness. Every man was to be encamped under his own standard and in his place. 


Jesus began the organization of the church when He chose the Twelve to be His apostles. They 
were the “Chosen Band” who were to lead in the spread of the gospel. When Judas went out and 
hanged himself, they chose another to take his place. Saul of Tarsus became an apostle, “as of one 


born out of due season’. He saw the Lord on 
the road to Damascus and became the most out- 
standing apostle of them all, even Peter or John. 


There is one grave danger in any sort of 
organization: we are prone to become proud 
of our position as leader and act like “lords 
over God’s heritage’. Jesus warned His disciples 
repeatedly against this danger and tried to 
tell them that true greatness did not consist 
in being “lords” but in being “servants”. In 
our Devotional Reading from I Peter 5:1-1] 
we have that apostle telling his fellow elders 
to feed the flock of God, taking the oversight 
thereof, not by constraint, but willingly; not 
for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind, neither 
as being lords over God’s heritage, but being 
examples to the flock. ‘These under shepherds 
are to be like the chief Shepherd if they are 
to receive a crown of glory when He appears. 
The younger are to submit to the elder, all 
_ being clothed with humility, for God _ resists 
the proud and gives grace to the humble. 


These solemn words of warning and exhorta- 
tion should be kept in our minds and _ hearts 
when we organize the church. Too often the 
organized church has become burdensome and 
dangerous. The pomp and pride of the world 
is seen instead of humble service. Leaders be- 
come tyrants and persecutors, crushing all op- 
position to their authority and using their 
power to make the church a political “machine”. 
The Protestant Reformation was a_ revolt 
against the hierarchy of the church. There is 
no place in the Christian Church for “bosses” 
of any sort. To organize in the simple way 
of the early church is wise and helpful. ‘To 
make that organization an ecclesiastical machine 
to crush out all freedom of speech or action 
is to bring the church into bondage to men. 
A large section of the church is in this condition 
today, and other parts are suffering from over- 
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organisation. We are stressing organization too 
much and overlooking the vital needs of a free 


and living Body of Christ, permeated with the 


Spirit and power of the Head of the Church, 
Jesus Christ. 


I. Seven Deacons Chosen: Acts 6:1-7. 


There was a great deal of work to be done 
in the early church in connection with their 
sharing and there were complaints of the Grecian 
Jews against the Hebrews that their widows 
were being neglected in the daily ministration. 
The apostles had all they could do in teaching 
and preaching the Word, and it was unreason- 
able to take them away from this business of 
prayer and preaching the Gospel “to serve 
tables”. They suggested, therefore, that seven 
men of honest report, full of the Holy Spirit 
and wisdom, be selected to look after this part 
of the work of the church. Notice the qualifi- 
cation for these men: honesty, spirituality, wis- 
dom. We are given further details as to this 
later, but here are the essential qualities needed 
in good deacons. 


These seven men were chosen and two of 


the seven became leaders in witnessing and in 


evangelism. Stephen, full of faith and power, 
did great wonders and miracles and became 
the first martyr. Philip, the Evangelist, did 
«a great work in Samaria and in leading the 
Ethiopian to Christ. The office of deacon for 
these two developed into a ministry similar to 
that of the apostles. 


Il. “The Elders of the Church’: Acts 20:16-38. 


Paul ordained a great many elders in the 
churches he organized on his great Missionary 


Journeys. These verses tell us of Paul’s charge 


to the elders of the Church at Ephesus. He sent 
for these elders to come to Miletus, for he was 
on his way to Jerusalem and in haste. His 
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speech to them is partly a review of his work 
and life among them and a solemn charge to 
them to take heed unto themselves. 


First, let us see some of the things it reveals 
about his own work. We get a picture of a 
very faithful and consecrated worker. Notice 
some of the expressions. “Serving the Lord with 
all humility of mind, and with many tears and 
trials . . . how IT kept back nothing that was 
profitable unto you”. He preached the whole 
gospel, not just parts of it. “Repentance toward 
God and faith teward our Lord Jesus Christ”. 
“Repent and believe” are the two things to 
be stressed. They are like two gate posts at the 
entrance to the Way of Life. We must have 
both. In verses 22-24 we see «a man of courage 
and conviction facing a trying future. “Where- 
fore I take you to record this day, that I am 
pure from the blood of all men. For I have not 
shunned to declare unto you all the counsel 
of God’. Blessed is the minister who can say 
this! The temptaticn to “shun” some of the 
more severe teachings of the Bible is a strong 
one. It is much pleasanter for a preacher to 
talk about the love of God than the wrath of 
God. The subject of forgiveness is more at- 
tractive than judgment. J do not like to hurt 
any more than a doctor enjoys lancing a boil 
or cleansing a wound. Sometimes it is necessary 
to hurt in order to heal. T pour alcohol on a 
cut, not because T like to feel it burn, but 
because T know it will help prevent infection. 
As sincere ministers of the Word we must not 
shun the sterner messages of the Bible. We are 
to warn men as well as love men. Study the 
preaching of Jesus Himself, Who sought men 
with compassion, but who warned in no un- 
certain terms against unbelief, hypocrisy and 
indifference. 


Now, let us turn to his “charge to these 
elders”. “Take heed therefore unto vourselves, 
and to all the flock over the which the Holy 
Ghest hath made you overseers (bishops), to 
fe~d the church of God, which he hath pur- 
chased with his own blood”. There is a whole 
sermon packed into this one verse, and it would 


be well if all of us who are “elders” (either | 


teaching or ruling elders) would remember 
these words. If we are to be true elders or 
bishops, then we must be careful as to our 
own character. This thought is enlarged upon 
in Paul’s Pastoral Epistles. The church is com- 
pared to a “flock” which is a figure so often 
used in the Bible. The two words “elder” and 
“hishop” refer to the same office. The duty 
ef an overseer is to “feed the church”. What 
a responsibility is ours! The church is His 
“purchased possession” and notice that the 
“blood” of Christ is called the blood of God. 


Then elders are not only to “feed” the church, 
but to protect the church from “grievous 
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wolves”. Jesus refers to the same thing when 
He says we are to beware of false prophets 
which come to you in sheep’s clothing, but in 
reality they are ravening wolves. The church 
has always been preyed upon by these “wolves”, 
There are plenty of them today! 


Paul again refers to himself and his ministry 


among them for three years when he ceased not 
to warn everyone night and day with tears. 
He had coveted no man’s silver or gold or 
apparel but worked to support himself. Then 
he quotes some words which Jesus spoke,. “It 
is more blessed to give than to receive.” This 
was the guiding principle of his own life and 
the life of his Master, and Paul would have 
these Ephesian elders make it theirs. He then 
takes a most affectionate farewell of the leaders 
of the church. We get a fine glimpse into the 
heart of the great apostle and the loving tie 
that bound him to his fellow workers. 


II. “Every One Members One of Another.” 
Romans 12:3-8. 


Before an organization, or a body, can per- 
form efficiently every part has to work in har- 
mony with every other part. This is true of 
a machine. If one part is not adjusted properly, 
then the machine is hampered. One missing 
spark plug and the power is retarded. Paul 
tells us that the church is a body, one body in 
Christ, and every one members one of another. 
Our gifts are not the same, but if all will exer- 
cise their gifts then the church will make 


progress. 


IV. Bishops: Elders and Deacons: 


II Timothy 3; 5:17-22. 


It is easily seen from the reading here that 
“bishops” and “elders” are the same. We have 
them called bishops in verse 1 of chapter 3 and 
elders in verses 17 and 19 of chapter 5. Elders 
seem to be of two classes, elders that rule well 
and those who labor in word and teaching; in 
other words, we have ruling elders and _ teach- 
ing elders (or preachers). The list of qualifi- 
cations for office of elder and deacon is familiar, 
and should be read and studied by all of us 
who are officers of the church. The church is 
hurt or blessed according to the character and 
efficiency of its leaders. The danger is two- 
sided: we may be indifferent or careless, or 
we may try to be spiritual “bosses”. It is a 
great honor and great responsibility to have 
a part in the organization of the church. 
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YOUNG 


YOUTH PROGRAM FOR JANUARY 26 


Ry THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


Assembly's Youth Sunday 


(The sooner preparations are begun, the bet-— 


ter the program is likely to be. The ideal is 
for this program to include all the youth organi- 
vations of the church. With this in mind, a 
‘committee should be formed composed of lead- 
ers and representatives from each group. It 
should be the purpose of this committee to 
plan the program in detail and to supervise 
the practice sessions. Here are some suggested 
points of procedure: 1. Determine a time and 


place for the program, 2. Secure permission from _ 


the session to conduct the program and to receive 
an offering, 3. Work out the order of service 
in detail, 1. Decide on the ideas to be presented, 
5. Select the participants - choir members, 
organist, ushers, speakers, etc., 6. Help the 
speakers prepare their talks, 7. Decide how the 
offering will be divided among the participat- 
ing groups, 8. Make plans for publicity - oral 
announcements, posters, notices in the bulletin, 
and 9. Set definite times for practice sessions.) 


Suggested Order of Service 


Prelude on piano or organ (A medley of 
youth hymns would be appropriate.) 


Doxology or Call to Worship 
Invocation and Lord’s Prayer 
Hymn “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” 


Scripture Lesson - Hebrews 11:1-6, 32-40; 
12:1-2 


Prayer 

Words of Welcome and Introduction 
Hymn “Now In The Days Of Youth” 
Talk by Junior Representative | 
Talk by Pioneer Representative 


Hymn “OQ Where Are Kings And Empires 
Now” 


Presentation of Senior High Theme 
Talk on Senior Accomplishments and Goals 
Talk by Older Youth Representative 
Explanation of Offering 

Reception of Offering 
Prayer of Dedication 
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Hymn “The Church’s One Foundation” 
Benediction (Pronounced by the minister) 
Postlude 


(Special music by a youth choir or group 
of young people can be substituted for the second 
congregational hymn.) 


Suggestions for Speech of Welcome and 


Introduction: 


Bid welcome all those who have come to the 
program. Express gratitude for the encourage- 
ment given young people in their homes and 
in the church. Thank those who have given 
loyal support to your work. State that the pur- 
pose of the program is for the young people 
to give an account of their stewardship . . . to 
acquaint the whole church more fully with the 
work of the young people. Show that young 
people are an important asset of the church. 
They are valuable to the church now as they 
join in worship, service, and witness. They are 
important to the future of the church as they 
prepare themselves for future responsibilities 
and places of leadership and extended service. 
Introduce the other speakers by name, explain- 
ing which group each represents. 


Suggestions for Reports by Junior and Pioneer 
Representatives: 


Describe the organization, naming adult 
leaders, officers, and committee heads. Tell of 
the schedule of your meetings, types of pro- 
grams, service projects, social activities, confer- 
ences, camps, rallies, and plans for the future. 


Suggestions for Presentation of Senior High 
Theme Material: 


For resource material see the youth program 
in the Southern Presbyterian Journal for Janu- 
ary 5, 1958 or Presbyterian Youth, January- 
March. Read Exodus 19:5,6 and I Peter 2:9,10, 
and comment on the Scripture and the theme, 
“The Church Is God’s Instrument - Make It 
Strong.” Display the picture “Christ By The 
Sea Of Galilee.” Tell something about the 
painter, Tintoretto, and explain the significance 
of the picture to the theme. Refer to the hymn, 
“O Where Are Kings and Empires Now,” and 
tell how it fits into the theme. 
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Oswald Smith 
in Argentina 


Dr. Oswald J. Smith has just completed what 
he considers to be the greatest evangelistic cam- 
paign of his entire fifty years in the ministry 
in Buenos Aires, Argentina. 


The meetings have been held in the Luna 
Park, which will seat comfortably 12,000 to 
15,000 and, because the people in South Amer- 
ica are accustomed to standing, they can ac- 
commodate another 10,000. 


During the first week the. seating capacity 
was taken. There was an average of 15,000 
every night. On the first Saturday night all 
the seats were occupied and hundreds had to 
stand and, on Sunday, 23,000 were packed into 
the Park. 


When the invitation was given more than 
400 responded almost immediately and pressed 
their way into overcrowded counselling rooms. 
No one had ever seen such a thing happen be- 
fore in any auditorium in South America. 


Three hundred churches backed the campaign. 
All the Protestant denominations co-operated. 
Hence history was made. The Roman Catholic 
Church broadcasted appeals to their people, 
urging them not to attend and they circulated 
thousands of leaflets warning them against the 
evangelical meetings. 


‘There was a choir of 280 voices, which backed 
the musical part of the service each night. On 
the first Tuesday the éntire service was televised 
and thus reached the homes of thousands of 
people throughout Buenos Aires. The telecast 


was also reproduced on the screen in the theatres — 


of the city and surrounding country. 


During the second week the crowds continued 
to increase. On Friday night Dr. Smith called 
for volunteers for the Mission Field and 400 
South American young people under 30 years of 
age came forward. After this invitation another 
was given to people who wished to register a 
decision for Christ and another 171 responded. 


On the final weekend there was a crowd of 
22,000 people on Saturday night and, of course, 
they were standing in hundreds everywhere. The 
local newspapers announced the meeting as “the 
greatest evangelistic campaign ever held in the 
history of Argentina.” ‘They distinguished be- 
tween a healing campaign and an ——— 


campaign. 


On the last Sunday the police claimed that 
over 30,000 people tried to get into the Park, 
but only 25,000 were able to make it. Every 
foot of ‘standing space was taken. It was the 
largest crowd that Dr. Smith had ever preached 
to in his entire life. 
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The total attendance in Buenos Aires was 
nearly 200,000, with an average of 16,000 a 
night. There were 2,900 registered decisions 
for Christ. 


Dr. Smith is now in Santiago, Chile, where 
the crowd on the first night was over 10,000. 


“A THOUGHT FOR THE WEER” 


Which Way for 1958? 
By Col. Roy LeCraw 
A New Year, a new opportunity. 
What will we do with it? 


From the spiritual standpoint there are three 
courses we can pursue: 


First, we can “major” in the activities of 
the world and relegate Christianity to a second- 
ary position. 


Second, we can compromise the question and 
try to keep our Christianity and the world about 
fifty-fifty in our lives. 


Third, we can put Christ first and permit 
Him to dominate our lives. 


We MUST follow one of these three courses. 
There are no others. The first may lead to 
worldly prosperity but it will certainly result 
in spiritual poverty. The second acts as a tem- 
porary opiate for the conscience but if persisted 
in it results in uncertainty, restlessness and un- 
happiness, for “no man can serve two masters’. 
The third may or may not lead to worldly 
prosperity, depending on His will for us but, 
it will bring ‘the peace which passeth under 
standing”. It will pay dividends in saved souls. 
It will yield profits in work done for Him, for 
God can and will use Spirit-filled servants. 


The grade is different on these three “ways.” 
The first coasts along—downhill. ‘The second 
varies, sometimes maintaining about the same 
level, sometimes descending. The third “way,” 
however, always leads uphill, which makes it 
harder to travel but it alone of all three has a 
glorious destination. Jesus said to Thomas, “I 
am the way, the truth and the Life; no man 
cometh unto the Father, but by me.” 


THE CHURCH IN HISTORY 


B. K. Kuiper 4.95 

This new beautiful text provides an absorbing survey 
of the church’s history from 33 A.D. to the present, 
including a comprehensive section on the church in the 
United States. Contains more than 150 illustrations, 
maps, outlines, diagrams and charts. Accurate, authori- 
tative, ideal for Bible institutes and secondary schools. 


449 pages. 
Order from The Journal 
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Bible Study for 
Circle Leaders on 


“The Church in the 
New Testament” 


Prepared by Morton H. Smith, 


_ Professor of Bible 
Belhaven College, Jackson, Mississippi 


Lesson 2: A BELIEVING CHURCH 


The Lesson in Outline 

INTRODUCTION 

I. Place of Faith in the Life of the Church 
II. Nature of Faith 


A. Knowledge 
B. Assent or Conviction 
C. Trust 


III. Object of Christian Faith - Christ and His 
Saving Work | 


IV. Test of Our Own Faith 


A. Is it saving faith? 
B. Is it growing faith? 
C. Is it weak faith? 


INTRODFCTION 


In our first lesson we studied the nature of 
the Church, and found that it is essentially the 
body of believers united to Christ by faith. 
We now need to examine the nature of that 
faith. There is a sense in which this is the most 
basic lesson of the whole year, for it is by faith 
that one becomes united to Christ and thus 
to His Church. Faith is the primary attitude 
exercised by the Church toward God. “We walk 
by faith and not by sight” (II Cor. 5:7). This 
being the case, it is of tremendous importance 
that we understand the nature of faith, especial- 
ly of saving faith. | 


I. The Place of Faith in the Life of the Church 
The most striking event in the history of the 


Church since the Apostolic period is that of 


the Protestant Reformation of the 16th Cen- 
tury. The import of the Reformation can only 
be understood if its theme is understood. First 
of all, the Reformers called the Church back 
to the Word of God as the sole authority in 
matters of faith and practice. Second, having 
returned to the Bible, the Reformers foun 
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the one wav of salvation to be “justification 
by faith.” ‘The just shall live by faith” was 
Luther’s theme as he opened the Reformation 
in 1517. It was as he went back to the Bible 
that Luther found this to be the way of salva- 
tion set forth both in the Old and in the New 
Testaments. Both the book of Romans and 
the book of Galatians are developments of this 
theme. “For I am not ashamed of the Gospel 
of Christ .. . for therein is revealed a righteous- 
ness of God from faith unto faith: as it is writ- 
ten, But the righteous shall live by faith.” (Rom. 
1:16-17). “Yet knowing that a man is not justi- 
fied by the works of the law but through faith 
in Jesus Christ, even we believed on Christ 


_ Jesus, that we might be justified by faith in 


Christ, and not by the works of the law: because 
by the works of the law shall no flesh be justi- 
fied” (Gal. 2:16). 


In studying Paul’s proof of the doctrine one 
is struck by the fact that he shows justification 
by faith to be no new doctrine. Rather it has 
always been the doctrine of salvation for the 
Church, from Adam onward. He demonstrates 
this in particular by two cases from the Old 
Testament. In Romans 4 he considers the case 
of Abraham. “For what saith the Scripture? 
And Abraham believed God, and it was 
reckoned unto him for righteousness. Now to 
him that worketh the reward is not reckoned 
as of grace, but as of debt. But to him that 
worketh not, but believeth on him that justified 
the ungodly, his faith is reckoned for righteous- 
ness” (Rom. 4:3-5). He then goes on to quote 
David from Psalm 32 to the same effect. In 
other words, justification by faith is the one 
and only plan of salvation that has ever been 
revealed to the Church, either in the Old Testa- 
ment or the New. This shows us the basic place 
that faith has in the Church’s life. How im- 
portant it is that we seek to understand the 
true nature of saving faith! 


Il. The Nature of Faith 


Faith involves at least three different ele- 
ments: knowledge, assent pr conviction, and 
trust. We shall consider each of these elements. 


A. Knowledge 


It has been maintained that faith is essentially 
irrational and blind, but such a view of faith 
fails to see its true nature. A careful examina- 
tion of faith will reveal that there is always 
an element of knowledge involved in faith. 
Before we can believe in something we must 
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have knowledge, whether real or imaginary, of 
the object of our faith. The writer of the book 
of Hebrews indicates this in his great discussion 
of faith, Chapter 11. “Without faith it is im- 
possible to please Him: for he that cometh to 
God must believe that He is, and that He is 
a rewarder of them that diligently seek Him” 
(Heb. 11:6). Notice that this statement indi- 
cates that to come to God one must believe in 
Him. Further, it is necessary to believe some- 
thing that is true concerning Him, namely that 


He is. Actually this is to believe a proposition, 
a statement of fact. Certainly believing in_ God 
involves more than believing in a proposition 


about Him, and yet such kuowledge is indis- 
pensable to faith. Thus we see a certain primacy 
of the intellect in the act of faith itself. Ac- 


cording to Hebrews faith rests upon fact, upon 
truth, upon knowledge. 


In speaking of faith in Christ, we must know 
who He is, what He has done, and what He 
is able to do, before we can trust Him as 
Saviour. A basic inference from this fact 1s 
that doctrine is not to be considered as unim- 
portant for the Christian faith. Christianity 1s 
not caught, but it is taught. A further inference 
is that the way for one to come to faith 1s 
through the tried and true methods of study 
and contemplation of God’s revelation, especial- 
ly of His Word. “How then shall they call on 
him in whom they have not believed? and how 
shall they believe in him whom they have not 
heard? and how shall they hear without a 
preacher? and how shall they preach, except they 
be sent? . . . so Faith cometh of hearing and 
hearing by the word of Christ.’”” (Rom. 10:14-17) 


B. Assent or Conviction 


It is not enough to stop with knowledge. 
Faith involves more than just propositions and 
statements of facts. It also includes an assent 
to the truth of the facts before us. We may, for 
example, be told that a certain bridge is safe 
to cross, and yet we may not accept this state- 
ment as true. So also we may learn many facts 
of the Gospel and yet not believe them to be 
true. Thus though we have knowledge, we do 
not have faith unless we are convinced of the 
truth of the propositions. Such conviction or 
assent may be described as belief about some- 
thing. 


In connection with the Gospel we need to 
be convinced of the facts both concerning 
Christ and ourselves. We need to be persuaded 
of who He is, of what He has done and can 
do, and of our own need, and how He per- 
fectly fits our needs. 


C. Trust 


Again to believe a proposition to be true 
does not constitute the whole of faith. We 
might acknowledge the bridge as safe, but not 
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choose to cross it. So also we may acknowledge 
Christ as the Son ot God, and having died 
and risen again from the dead, and yet have 
no part in Him. Faith is not merely the be. 
lieving of a proposition about Jesus. It is a 
committal to Him as a Person. Saving faith 


is trust in Jesus Christ as the Son of God and 


as Saviour. The lost sinner, recognizing his 
lost condition and utter hopelessness, sees in 
Jesus the all sufficient Saviour and simply casts 
himself upon Him. He entrusts himself to Him. 
This is not simply believing Him, but believing 
in Him, and on Him. Notice how often saving 


faith is spoken of in the Bible as “believing in” 


or “believing on” Christ. See: John 3:15-18,36; 
Acts 2:41; 16:51; etc. 


It is in recognition of the possibility of assent 
without trust that James gives his warning, 
“Thou believest that there is one God; thou 
doest well, the devils believe, and tremble” 
(James 2:19). Mere assent does not necessarily 
imply trust, though trust does imply assent. 


This last aspect of faith, namely trust, is abso- 


lutely essential for true saving faith. There 


must be knowledge of Christ, which grows into 
conviction, and finally there must be personal 
committal to Christ as our own Saviour. 


WT. The Object of Christian Faith 

By its very nature faith is committal of our- 
selves to the object of our faith. It should be 
obvious from this fact that the power of faith 
does not reside in itself, but rather in the object 
upon which it rests. It is of supreme importance 
that this fact be recognized. We are not saved 
by faith. We are saved by faith in Jesus Christ. 
Strictly speaking, we are not saved by faith in 
Jesus Christ, but rather we are saved by Jesus 
Christ. We receive the salvation which He has 
wrought upon the Cross by means of faith. The 
act of faith then is the act of receiving Christ 
as Saviour, the act of casting ourselves upon 
Him for salvation. And lest we become boastful 
about the faith we exercise, let it be noted 
that the Scripture tells us that our faith is itself 
a gift of God. ‘For by grace have ye been saved 
through faith; and that not of yourselves, it 
is the gift of God” (Eph. 2:8). Thus we recog- 
nize that this is truly a Gospel of Grace. There 
is nothing in us to commend us to God. All 


that is good in us is the gift of God, even our 
faith. | 
IV. Test of our Faith 

The great and pressing question for each one 
of us is whether or not we have exercised saving 
faith. The Puritan, Thomas Watson, suggests 
several means of examining our faith. 

A. Is it Saving Faith? 

1. Saving Faith is a Christ prizing grace 

Peter teaches, ‘““To vou, that believe, He is 

precious” (I Pet. 2:7). Do you find in Jesus 
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Christ, who is a rock of offense and a stone of 
stumbling to many, one who is precious to you? 
Js He more precious than anything in life? Paul 
considered Him better than anything he had. 
“T count all things but dung, that I may win 
Christ” (Phil. 3:8). Does your faith meet this 


test? 


9. Saving Faith is a refining grace 


Paul speaks of holding “the mystery of faith 
in a pure conscience” (I Tim. 3:9) by which 
he implies that saving faith is that which puri- 
fies the conscience. Peter in the Jerusalem 
Council speaks of the work of the Holy Spirit 
as “cleansing their hearts by faith” (Acts 15:9b). 
Ultimately it is the blood of Christ which 
cleanseth our “‘conscience from dead works to 
serve the living God” (Heb. 9:14b), and true 
saving faith must find its cleansing power in 
Christ’s atonement on the Cross. It is only as 
we see ourselves in all our uncleanness, that we 
are driven to flee to Him in faith. At His Cross 
we come under the cleansing flow of His blood 
as we cast ourselves upon His mercy in faith. 
Do you know the cleansing powcr of His blood? 
Does vour faith meet this test? 


3. Saving Faith is an obedient grace 


“Bv faith Abraham obeyed” (Heb. 11:8). 
Faith is not an idle grace. As it has an eye to 
see Christ, so it has a hand to work for Him. 
Faith does not only believe God’s promise, it 
also obeys His command. “Faith without works 
is dead” (James 2:17). True obedience of 
faith is cheerful obedience. God’s commands 
do not seem grievous. “If ye love me, ye will 
keep my commandments” (John 14:15). Does 
your faith produce obedience? cheerful obedi- 
ence? Do you love God's law? 


41. Saving Faith is an assimilating grace. 


Saving faith changes the soul into the image 
of the object. ‘Never did any look upon Christ 
with a believing eye, but he was made like 
Christ.” Jesus taught that we were to reflect 
His light and to be the light of the World. 
We are “to be conformed to the image of the 
Son.” (Rom. 8:29). “We shall be like Him; for 
we shall see Him even as He is” (I Jn 3:2b). 


Have you seen Him with eyes of faith? Does | 


vour life show Him forth? 
B. Is it a Growing Faith? 


l. Growth of faith may be judged by its 
strength. Can we do now what we could not 
do before? Do we bear our crosses with more 
patience than before? Do we show more love? 


2. Growth of faith is also seen by doing duties 
in a more spiritual manner. Do we find more 
love and joy in our duties? Do we serve God 
with greater fervency? 
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C. Is it a Weak Faith? Be encouraged 


1. A weak faith may receive a strong Christ. 
The woman who but touched His garment re- 
ceived virtue from Him. Do we have but the 
touch of faith, then He is sufficient for all our 
needs. 


2. The promises of the Gospel are made, not 
to the strong faith, but to the true. It is not 
to the one with giant-faith, but to the mustard- 
sced-faith that the promise is made. How 
gracious God is to us. . 


3. A weak taith may be fruittul. The weak 
faith has the greatest room for growth and ex- 
pansion. Weak Christians mav strong 
affections. How strong is the first love, which 
comes after the first planting of faith! 

1. A weak faith may be growing. Jesus prom- 
ises that the branches which bear fruit He will 
purge that they may bear more (Jn. 15:2). Re- 
member that the seed grows, first the blade, then 
the ear, then the full corn, so also should our 
laith grow. 


May God help each one of us to examine our 
own hearts to see if we have the true and living 
faith in Jesus Christ as our own Saviour there. 


LETTERS 


St. Stephen’s Presbyterian Church 
Dunedin, N1, New Zealand 
December 4, 1957 


Dear Dr. Green, 


I have long tried to pluck up courage to write 
to you and thank you personally for your 
HARMONY OF THE WESTMINSTER PRESBY- 
TERIAN STANDARDS, from which I have received 
great stimulus and inspiration. [I happen to be 
Editor of The Evangelical Presbyterian, a bi- 
monthly paper issued by our Westminster Fellow- 


ship - a conservative, evangelical group in our 


Church. I reviewed your HARMONY in our maga- 
zine a year or two back; and, according to the 
local Presbyterian Bookroom, it has proved quite 
a best seller. A friend in London, England, even 
ordered it on the strength of this review! I am 
sure the book can do nothing but good in our 
situation here; and we as a Fellowship are most 
grateful to you for its issue. 


We exchange with the Southern Presbyterian 


Journal, in which I read with great interest your 


recent articles on Baptism. The Baptists in this 


country are rather aggressive, and I wondered if 


we might reprint your articles in our magazine. 


They are very much to the point, and would be 
a great help to us here. ” 


I am working on a little book for popular con- 
sumption, on OUR PRESBYTERIAN HERITAGE; 
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being a series of eleven studies on the main doc- 
trines of our Confession of Faith. Could I be so 
bold as to ask you if you would peruse the manu- 
script, and - if you so cared - write a brief Fore- 
word? But perhaps I know not what I ask! So 
please don’t hesitate to say No. 


With best thanks and all good wishes, ~ 
Yours most cordially, 
R. Strang Miller, B.A., LL.M., B.D. 


A HARMONY OF 
THE WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN 
STANDARDS 


Dr. James Benjamin Green, retired Professor 
of Systematic Theology and Homiletics in Columbia 
Seminary of the (Southern) Presbyterian Church 
in the United States, has published, with the aid 
of a substantial subsidy, “A Harmony of the 
Westminster Presbyterian Standards,” with explan- 
atory notes (John Knox Press, Richmond, Virginia, 
1951; N.Z., 35s). My copy, specially ordered 
through the Presbyterian Bookroom, Dunedin, 
came to hand recently, and I cannot speak too 
highly of this fine volume, which is at once great 
in form and great in content. It is a “must’’ for 
every evangelical Minister and Divinity Student. 
My only regret is that I did not know of its 
publication earlier. 3 


Each of the 35 chapters contains first a harmony, 
with the relevant sections of the Confession of 
Faith, Larger Catechism and Shorter Catechism 
set out in parallel columns. Then follow expository 
notes, which are admirably brief and to the point, 
pithy and pungent, racy and relevant. There is 
never a dull moment in reading this book of 231 
large pages (10% in. x 7% in.). The paper is 
good, and the type clear. 


Dr. Green tells us that he devoted “the last 
quarter of the course in theology” at Columbia 
“to a study of the Westminster Standards.” He 
advocates study of them for two reasons: “First, 
because they are important historic documents. 
They belong to the literature of Christianity. They 
arose out of the life of the Church, and have 
profoundly affected the course and character of 
that life.” And secondly, “because they have 
present-day value. They contain a system of 
doctrine, a creed. A creed, a system of doctrine, 
is a necessity. It is a necessity of thought. It 
is a necessity of character. It is a necessity of 
instruction. It is a necessity of fellowship and 
co-operation. . .. Some are not of this way of 
thinking, they decry creeds; they demand a creed- 
less Christianity, a religion without a theology. 
This demand has been called pious nonsense. Leave 
off the pious—call it simply nonsense’’! , 


Quotations are sparing, but sufficient to indi- 
cate who are the author’s mentors. There is inci- 
dental reference to Calvinism, and to Calvin’s 
“Institutes”; to the theological works of Charles 
Hodge, W. G. T. Shedd, W. H. Griffith Thomas 
and Louis Berkhof; and to the handbooks of R. 
Shaw and A. A. Hodge on the Confession of 
Faith. Dr. Green, in other words, is a Calvinist 
of the old school, a Calvinist indeed. 


But let no one charge him with obscurantism. 
He says in his preface: “I am making a plea for 
the study of the Standards. And I am saying that 
no man has a right to an opinion in regard to 


them who has not studied them, and studied them 
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as a whole.” In regard to the admittedly hard 
sections in the Confession and Catechisms on 
the Decrees, he concedes: “I have thought and 
still think that these sections may be omitted 
without loss or detriment to any principle essentia] 
to the integrity of the Calvinistic system.”’ He 
tells us he would like to see the words, “He 
— into hell,” omitted from the Apostles’ 
Creed. 


His felicity of phrase is impressive. Take some 


examples. The first Answers to the Catechisms 
‘‘assert two things: (1) The duty of man ‘to 
glorify God.’ (2) The destiny of man, ‘to enjoy 
Him.’ Duty first; destiny follows.”’ Or thus: ‘The 
warrant for believing that the Scripture is the 
very word of God... is not single but double, 
nay, triple: the witness of the Scripture, the wit- 
ness of the Spirit, and the witness of the heart 
of man. It is this conjoint testimony that con- 
vinces and satisfies. Where the Book and the 
breast agree, there the soul in safety may rest.’ 
Or this: the picture of God in the Standards “is 
both winsome and awesome; it allures while it 
alarms. The only way to escape Him is to flee to 
Him.’’ 


Green warns us, aS we have seen, that Pre. 
destination “is one of the hard articles of our 
Creed. There is mystery in it. Let no one enter 
here who is unwilling to put the shoes from his 
feet. If a man cannot accept what he cannot 
understand, he can find no standing room here. 
Indeed, he can find no standing room anywhere 
in the Bible or in the world”: for “The hard things 
of the Standards are the hard things of Scripture 
and of life.’”” Hence, ‘The only right thing to do 
is to uncover and bow our heads, and say with 
Jesus, ‘‘Yea, Father, for so it was well-pleasin 
in Thy sight’.”’ 


If Dr. Green’s theology informs the mind, his 
soteriology inflames the heart. “Grace the 
remedy for the situation created by sin. ... No 
one ever thought much of grace who thought little 
of sin.” Yet ‘‘The punishments of sin seem in- 
sufferable; is there no escape? Yes, thank God! 
Turn a page, and behold, light and an open road.” 
In regard to the Atonement, “The nature of 
(Christ’s) sufferings was penal and vicarious. 
These words are not in the Standards, but the 
ideas are,” as of course they are in Scripture. 
With reference to the threefold office of Christ, 
“As prophet He meets the problem of man’s 
ignorance, supplying him with knowledge. As 
priest He meets the problem of man’s guilt, sup- 
plying him with righteousness. As — He meets 
the abbey of man’s weakness and dependence, 
supplying him with power and protection.” 


And so on. The book is full of good things. 
Justification by faith alone is ‘‘a doctrine precious 
beyond all describing.”” “What followed its loss? 
Darkness! What followed its recovery? Light!’’ Yet, 
“while faith alone justifies, justifying faith does 
not remain alone in the person justified. It. is 


the parent of other graces.” Justification gives 


rise to Sanctification, which, we are told, is ‘“‘the 
Christianising of the Christian.” ‘Faith and re- 
pentance are twin graces, and they may be said 
to be born simultaneously.” ‘True repentance 
doesn’t spend itself in emotion; it issues in action.” 
‘Good works are indispensable. You cannot be 
saved by them, yet you are not saved with- 
out them, if you have opportunity to do them.’ 
“Obedience roots in love and love fruits in 
obedience.”’ “No Christian can afford to neglect 
the treatment of the law by the Catechisms. It is 
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the briefest and best treatment in existence on 
Christian ethics.”” ‘“‘The minister who leaves this 
source of information and stimulation untapped 
impoverishes himself and his ministry.” 


In regard to the Lord’s Day, we are told: ‘“‘Man 
needs to pause for repairs once every day for 
several hours and once every week for a whole 
day. After the wear and tear of six days he 
needs time to lay down the tools of his trade, and 
to straighten up, clean up, dress up, and look up”’! 
There are also wise words on Marriage: “There 
is no sanction in these Standards, for there is 
none in the Scriptures, for the Catholic practice 
of denying the privilege of marriage to the clergy. 
Celibacy is dishonouring to woman and dangerous 
to man.” Then, too, “Divorce in every case is an 
evil. It is always disgraceful—to it a stigma 
attaches. It is a confession of defeat, an acknowl- 
edgment of failure.”’ 


Concerning Eschatology, Dr. Green says: “Death 
is a part of the discipline appointed unto saints. 
Their Saviour endured the humiliation of death; 
through death he overcame death. The servant 
is not above his Lord. God is engaged in the 


Jesus, come quickly. Amen’. 


business of making character, and character is 
not made by magic but by means, and death is 
a part of the means. A curriculum of suffering 
and death breaks down pride and develops hu- 
mility.”” After death, however, “‘There is no such 


place as purgatory and therefore there are no 


souls in it to be prayed out. All the dead have 
gone either to hell or heaven, where their destinies 
are fixed.’’ Hence, ‘‘For prayers for the dead there 
is no warrant of Bible command or Bible example. 
Prayer without warrant of the Word is not an 
act of faith but of superstition.’”’ ‘‘The solemnity 
of the subject” of the Last Judgment ‘‘makes the 
heart of this annotator ache as he writes about 
it.”” So says Dr. Green, and he adds to his solemn 
words on the issues of death and life: “He that 
hath ears to hear, let him hear!’’ And finally, this: 
“The Confession ends, as the Bible ends, as I want 
these notes to end, with the prayer: ‘Come, Lord 
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Evangelical Presbyterian ministers must get this 
book and master it, in readiness for the struggle 
immediately ahead of us, to preserve the ‘face of 
Kirk” in New Zealand.—The Evangelical Presby- 
terian. 


SOUTH CAROLINA 


Clinton — A scholarship fund, with initial gifts 
of $20,500, is being established at Presbyterian 
College in memory of the late Dr. Thornwell Jacobs 
by his five children. 


Contributing to the Thornwell Jacobs Memorial 


Scholarship Fund are these children: Thornwell 


Jacobs, Jr., and Dr. John Jacobs, both of Atlanta; 
H. Fred Lesh, Jr., of Whittier, Calif.; and Mrs. 
Olsen (Harriet) Field and Mrs. Herman (Maude) 
Koester, Jr., both of Weston, Mass. 


_ The donors hope that additions will be made 
in the future to this fund, and they urge other 
friends and admirers of Dr. Jacobs to join in 


-this project to provide scholarship aid to needy, 


worthy students. 


President Marshall W. Brown, in announcing 
the fund, said the memorial will stand as a fitting 
tribute to a man of outstanding achievement in 
his own right, whose father founded Presbyterian 
College and whose family has been closely asso- 
ciated with the institution since that date. 


An alumnus of PC in the elass of 1894, Thorn- 
well Jacobs achieved prominence as an educator, 
author and minister before his death at 79 on 
August 4, 1956. He was founder and president 
of Oglethorpe University and he wrote numerous 
books of prose and poetry, including the popular 
Red Lanterns on St. Michael’s. 


President Brown said the donors had provided 
that M. S. Bailey and Son, Bankers, of Clinton 
act as trustees to invest the funds and to give 
the income annually for scholarships. 


Dr. Brown pointed out the children of Dr. Jacobs 
only recently gave PC their father’s extensive 
library collection. It included more than 4,000 
volumes, some 1,000 being stock copies of his 
books from which the College may receive royalties 
upon sale. 


JANUARY 8, 1958 


NEWS 


A RESOLUTION 
in memory of 


ELDER DANIEL E. HELLER 


Adopted by the Session of the Presbyterian Church, 
Hancock, Maryland, November 26, 1957. 


Whereas, Almighty God, in His infinite wisdom, 
on November 7, 1957, called unto Himself His 
servant, our dear friend and brother, Ruling Elder, 
Daniel E. Heller, we the Session of The Presby- 
terian Church, of Hancock, Maryland, desire to 
pay tribute to the life and labor of our dear de- 
parted brother. 


We thank God for his faithful attendance at 
the services of the church and for his service of 
almost twenty-five years as a Ruling Elder and 
twenty-one years as a Trustee of this church. Dur- 
ing these years as a church officer he has given 
much of his time and wisdom to the progress of 
the work of the Lord in this community, the Win- 
chester Presbytery, and the Synod of Virginia. 


A copy of this resolution was ordered spread 
upon the minutes of the Session and copies sent 
to the members of the Daniel E. Heller family, 


_the local newspapers, and church magazines. 


THE SPREADING FLAME 


The Rise and Progress of Christianity 
F. F. Bruce 5.00 


Christianity’s beginnings, its struggle with Rome, and 
its spread to the British Isles. This omnibus of The 
Dawn of Christianity, The Growing Day, and Light in 
the West by one of the outstanding evangelical writers 
of England, “is probably the best one-volume church 
history now in print in any modern language,” according 
to Dr. D. G. Barnhouse. 

Order from The Journal 
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Rev. Leon Rediherk, Founder and General 
Director, with two of our orphans. 


252 N. Dillon Street, Dept. SP 


THE WORK IN THE HOLY LAN D 


Our blessed opportunities in ISRAEL are growing. 


More orphans and needy children are being helped. 
Obligations at our Orphanage in Haifa are increasing. 


Conditions there are God’s “CHALLENGE.” 

WHO WILL BE THE LORD’S “HELPING HANDS”? 
The cry from there is “COME OVER and HELP US!” 
Your cooperation and prayers will be greatly appreciated. 


Kindly send donations to Headquarters: | 


THE AMERICAN EUROPEAN BETHEL MISSION, INC. 


Los Angeles 26, California 


The BODILY RESURRECTION OF CHRIST 


The following review of the summer bulletin 
of Columbia Theological Seminary containing 


the article on the bodily resurrection of Christ — 


has appeared in The English Churchman, Lon- 
don, November 29, 1957. The article was 
originally published in the Spring issue of the 
Theologische Zeitschrift of Basel. President H. 
N. Park of the Presbyterian Theological Semi- 
nary in Seoul, Korea, has arranged for it to 
appear in Korean in The Theological Review 
of his institution, and to be circulated to the 
other theological seminaries as well as the col- 
leges in Korea.—H.B.D. 


A USEFUL BOOKLET 


THE BODILY RESURRECTION OF JESUS 
CHRIST. By Professor William Childs Robinson. 


This valuable article has been printed in the 
Bulletin of the author’s college, the Columbia Theo- 
logical Seminary, Decatur, Georgia, U.S.A. In 21 
pages the booklet provides a very thorough and 
discerning evaluation of the many New Testament 
statements which refer to Christ’s resurrection and 
its bodily and glorious character. 


The author’s treatment shows how deeply the 
early Christians were preoccupied with Christ’s 
resurrection. To them it revealed the character 
and confirmed the purpose of God Himself. It 
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was the ground of conviction concerning the Person 
and Work of’ Christ, concerning the believer’s 
justification, endowment by the Spirit, and hope 
of glory, and concerning the prospect of new 
heavens and a new earth. It is still the article of 
the creed which, properly grasped, most distin- 
guishes Biblical Evangelicalism from both Roman- 
ism and liberalism. 


Any who will carefully work through this treatise 
and thoughtfully look up the very many Scripture 
references will find their own convictions informed 
and deepened. Not only so, they will find them- 
selves confronted by, or inspired to look up to, 
the Risen Lord. For, as Professor Robinson sig- 
nificantly says, ‘“‘The fact of the resurrection pro- 
claimed in the Gospel calls. us to a meeting with 
Christ in faith.” 

-ALAN M. STIBBS. 


NAVE’S STUDY BIBLE. Orrville J. Nave 
and Anna S. Nave. Moody Press. $25.00. 


This Bible May Be Purchased From 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal 


The question has been asked, “Can a system 
of references be devised that will connect every 
passage containing any given subject or sub- 
jects with every other passage containing the 
same subject or subjects in a plain and con- 
venient form adapted to the ordinary Bible 
reader as well as to the experienced student?” 
In order to answer this question in the affirma- 
tive, a corps of trained and skillful experts in 
analysis made a careful study for subjects of 
each verse, paragraph, chapter and group of 
chapters, each verse passing through the hands 
of all the workers. Notes of all subjects found 
therein were made by each of them in the mar- 
gins opposite the passages. More than 80,000 
annotations have been made in the margins 
embracing all sorts of topics, biographical, geo- 
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graphical, sociological relating to arts, history, 
poetry, customs, manners, etc. 


The marginal notes on the text not only lead 
the way to an exhaustive study of the subjects in 
the Scriptures, but they serve the very useful 
purpose also of the brief, suggestive commentary, 
bringing to the student of the Bible in terse 


form the gist of all the standard commentaries © 


as well as the topical suggestions of a corps of 
annotators who have a genius for analytical 
study of the Bible. | 


To enable the student to pursue the study 
of any Biblical subject an elaborate index has 
been compiled with copious synonyms and kin- 
dred terms citing the pages for which footnotes 
of the subjects are located. Concordance refer- 
ences have been added to enable the student 
to find any verse he may need. This index- 
concordance is in the back part of the book. A 
number of helpful maps are also included in 
this volume. 


Nave’s Study Bible is bound in genuine 
Morocco leather, hand grained and superbly 
bound with gold edges. The 1800 -pages are 
printed on 100% flax India paper. The King 
James version is used. This volume is invalu- 
able for the minister and Sunday School teacher. 
It makes Bible study a genuine delight. 


_—JRR. 


THE LIFE AND TEACHING OF JESUS 
James S. Stewart. Abingdon Press. 


This volume is a re-printing and not a new 
edition of a work prepared by Dr. Stewart some 
years ago as a short text book on the Gospels for 
leaders, ministers and others of Bible classes and 
youth groups. The author urges the reader to go 
directly to the New Testament in the study of 
this book. For this reason he has suggested read- 
ings at the end of each chapter which are useful 
for study. The questions for discussion are also 
helpful for groups using this as a guide. Dr. 
Stewart believes that in the pages of the Gospels, 
men and women still encounter the living Christ 
and that what the evangelic testimony gives us 
is no dead figure long ago and far away but a 
risen, contemporaneous Jesus whom to confront 
is to meet the living God. 


AMERICAN CHURCHES AND THE NEGRO. 
Weatherford. Christopher Phlishing House. 


The author has made a lifetime study of race 
relations and has written many books on the sub- 
ject. This volume is a factual book filled with 
enlivening statements which should = to 
churchmen irrespective of race or discipline. In 
brief, it is an historical study from early slave days 
to the present. Southerners will reject a great deal 
of what Dr. Weatherford has to say in this book, 
but should be benefitted by much of the data 
presented. 
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a, You Are Under 80 


~ You Are Not Too Old 
For Life Insurance 


) apply for a $1,000 life insurance policy 
( to help take care of final expenses 
without burdening your family. 

You handle the entire transaction 
by mail with OLD AMERICAN of 
KANSAS CITY. No obligation. No 

' one will call on you! 

( Tear out this ad and mail it today 
with your name, address and age to 

} Old American Insurance Co., 1 West 

9th, Dept. L121P, Kansas City, Mis- 


THE GALLANT MRS. STONEWALL. Harnett T. 


Let us tell you how you can still 


Kane. Doubleday & Co. $3.95. 


Harnett Kane is recognized as one of the South’s 
ablest writers. He is a native of the South and 
understands Southern traditions and customs. After 
his graduation from Tulane University he was 


employed by the New Orleans Item. Out of his 


coverage of the famous Louisiana maneuvers dur- 
ing the Huey Long era came his first book, 
“Louisiana Hayride’ (1941). During the past 
16 years Mr. Kane has turned out 16 books. Mil- 
lions of copies have been sold and a number have 
been translated into 6 languages. 


The latest book from Mr. Kaznoe’s pen is “The 
Gallant Mrs. Stonewall.”’ It deals with the great 
lady of the Confederacy. This volume should ap- 
peal to the readers of the Southern Presbyterian 
Journal, especially in view of the fact that Mrs. 
Stonewall Jackson was the daughter of a Presby- 
terian minister and her husband, General Thomas 
Jonathan Jackson, was a deacon in the First Pres- 


_byterian Church of Lexington, Virginia. 


A great deal of research has gone into the prep- 
aration of this volume. Harnett Kane, by inheri- 
tance, is a Roman Catholic, but he spent a great 
deal of time studying Presbyterian theology to 
make sure that he understood the doctrines in- 
volved in the beliefs and convictions of General 
and Mrs. Jackson. For some years I have been 
a student of Stonewall Jackson literature and I 
am simply amazed at the magnificent grasp that 
the author has on Calvinistic theology as incar- 
nated in the two major characters of this volume. 
The author has done his job so well that there is 
not one word of criticism that we could con- 
scientiously register concerning anything set forth 
in this new book. He has dealt with two noble 
characters in a noble fashion. 


This book is now in its second month on the 
New York Herald Tribune National Best Seller 
Lists. It reached the Lists in only 10 days after 
its publication. In this book Harnett Kane has 
reached a new height in journalistic excellence. 


This volume would make excellent material for 
a high class film. Movie producers could render 
a great service by bringing the message contained 
in this work to the American people. jo 
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